HELP ME STUDY THE BIBLE
Isaiah 4:2-6

____________________________________________________
PROPHECY
Prophetic literature involves the Lord speaking to his people through his prophets. The
message can be one of either judgment or hope, and it can pertain to present
circumstances, future circumstances, or both. The prophet often recalls Israel’s history
to give context to his message and incorporates imagery to convey truth.
Before you get started, ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand, believe, and obey
his Word. Bible study, after all, is intended to help us see more clearly and savor more
intensely our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Isaiah 4:2-6
2 On that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the
land will be the pride and glory of Israel’s survivors. 3 Whoever remains in Zion and
whoever is left in Jerusalem will be called holy — all in Jerusalem written in the book
of life — 4 when the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and
cleansed the bloodguilt from the heart of Jerusalem by a spirit of judgment and a spirit
of burning. 5 Then the Lord will create a cloud of smoke by day and a glowing flame
of fire by night over the entire site of Mount Zion and over its assemblies. For there
will be a canopy over all the glory, 6 and there will be a shelter for shade from heat by
day and a refuge and shelter from storm and rain. (CSB)
COMA QUESTIONS FOR ISAIAH 4:2-6
Work your way through each section of COMA, allowing the questions to guide your
journey through the text.
Context
•

Are there any clues about the circumstances in which the prophecy was given
or written?

•

Are any people or places mentioned that you aren’t familiar with? (Chase them
up in earlier parts of the book, or refer to a Bible dictionary or commentary.)
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•

Are other bits of the Old Testament mentioned or alluded to in the passage?
What part do these ‘memories’ play in the text?

Observation
•

Are there repetitions or multiple instances of similar ideas? Do these repetitions
make a particular point, or point to the structure of the passage?

•

Paying attention to when the prophet is speaking and when God is speaking,
what does the passage tell us about God’s plans? What does it tell us about
God’s character?

•

What kind of human behaviour, if any, is condemned or rewarded? What
response is called for (if any)?

•

What is the main point or points?

Meaning
•

Are there specific instructions/commands given to the reader? Does this
passage mention any consequences for not following God’s commands?

•

Does the text have a sense of expectation about something happening in the
future? What is to be expected and when? How should this motivate action in
the present?

•

Does the passage point forward to Jesus? Is the gospel anticipated or
foreshadowed in some way?

Application
•

How is your own situation similar to or different from those being addressed?

•

How does this passage challenge (or confirm) your understanding?

•

How does this passage lead you to trust God and his promises in Jesus?

•

How does this passage call on you to change the way you live?

*The COMA study method and questions are produced by Matthias Media and Holy
Trinity Church. They have been taken from One-to-One Bible Reading by David Helm.
For more one-to-one Bible reading resources, or to purchase the book, please visit
www.matthiasmedia.com.
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