
CHURCH ON FIRE 
Acts 10:1-11:18 

OPENING DISCUSSION 
What are the underlying factors of racism? What leads someone to believe he or she is better than 
a person from a different country or who looks/sounds different?  

BIG IDEA 
God’s gospel doesn’t discriminate. 

MAIN DISCUSSION 
1. Read the description of Cornelius in verse 2. With a description like that, why does Cornelius 

still need to be saved? What kind of person might we compare Cornelius too?  

2. What do we learn about God by the fact he initiates the process that leads to Cornelius’ 
conversion?  

3. Why was God’s command in the vision so shocking to Peter? What connection is there 

between the vision and Peter’s visitors? What does this episode teach us about (1) the role of 
the Old Covenant (like dietary restrictions) in the Christian’s life and (2) about how God sees 

different ethnicities (see verse 28)? 
4. Peter invites the visitors into the home to be his guests. Why would a Jew have considered this 

action scandalous? How does this inform the way we relate to people who are different from 

us? 
5. In what sense does God not show partiality? Does Peter mean that all people go to heaven 

regardless of what they believe? Explain why or why not from this passage. 
6. Read verses 42-43 carefully. Now imagine explaining the person of Jesus to an unbeliever. 

What do these verses teach us about who Jesus is and what he came to accomplish? Do these 

verses leave open the possibility of any other way to be saved? If not, is that unloving of God? 
Why or why not? 

7. If God is the author of salvation, and Jesus is the accomplisher of salvation, what is the Holy 
Spirit’s role in salvation, based on verses 44-48? 

8. If Israel was God’s people under the Old Covenant, but the Spirit now indwells both Jews and 

Gentiles, who is God’s people under the New Covenant? How does this impact our 
understanding of church membership? Of missions? 

9. What was the first command given to the new believers after they had been baptized with the 
Holy Spirit? Why does the book of Acts place such an emphasis on baptism? Should the church 
place such an emphasis on baptism? Why or why not?  

10. Read Acts 11:18. To whom is God obligated to grant repentance? How should this verse affect 
our understanding of God’s grace? How should it affect our evangelism? 

   
CLOSING DISCUSSION 
The gospel is God’s power to save anyone, anywhere, anytime, who will call on the name of Jesus 

in faith. Are there any ethnic groups in our area that your community group could begin praying 
for and reaching out to with the gospel? Discuss the possibilities.  



PRAYER 
Praise God for his willingness to save all peoples. Confess any prejudices that have hindered you 
from sharing the good news with others. Thank God for granting you repentance leading to eternal 

life. Ask the Lord to give your group and our church favor with the nations in preaching the gospel.  

COMMENTARY 
10:1 Caesarea. Refers to the coastal city of Caesarea Maritime… the Roman administrative center of 

Judea. Herod the Great built it on a grande scale ca. 25-13 BC and named it for Caesar Augustus. 
centurion. A commander of about 100 men. They were the backbone of the Roman army. Italian 
Regiment. Regiments had both numbers and names, and were made up of about 600 soldiers. Ten 

regiments made up a Roman legion (about 6,000 troops). (NIV Zondervan Study Bible) 

10:2 Devout man who feared God identifies Cornelius as a “God-fearer” (cf. v. 22; 13:16, 26), a 
Gentile who worshiped Israel’s God and was in some way attached to a synagogue but who had 
not submitted to Jewish conversion rites (esp. circumcision). He followed two of the primary 

expressions of Jewish piety—prayer and almsgiving. Alms are gifts to the poor. (ESV Study Bible) 

10:13 The command from Jesus to kill and eat made no sense to Peter, since it would have violated 
Jewish food laws. Verse 15 is the key: God was overturning the old clean/unclean distinctions and 

dietary laws in general, along with all other “ceremonial” laws in the Mosaic covenant (including 
laws about sacrifices, festivals and special days, and circumcision). Nothing like this was to get in 
the way of fellowship with Gentiles, as Galatians 2 also shows. (ESV Study Bible) 

10:34-35 Due to the vision, Peter now understood that God doesn’t show favoritism (see Rm 2:11; 

Gl 2:6). This does not mean God accepts all people no matter their response to him or that people 
who fear him are acceptable to him and do not need Christ. Rather, it means that God does not 
restrict any nation or ethnicity from the offer of salvation. (CSB Study Bible) 

10:47 Baptizing these people would be an outward sign of an inward work of God in their hearts 

and of their personal commitment to Christ. Just as we have is a reference to the reception of the 
Spirit at Pentecost. Speaking in tongues also occurred at Pentecost (2:4), later with the Ephesian 

12 (19:6), and perhaps also among the Samaritans (8:18). In every case speaking in tongues 
validates that those in view belong to the people of God and have received the Holy Spirit in new 
covenant fullness. (ESV Study Bible)


